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SUBJECT: NOON BRIEFING, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8 

1 . THE FOLLOWING ANNOUNCEMENT AND Q'S AND A'S WERE 
PREPARED FOR WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, NOON PRESS BRIEFING: 

AS WE ANNOUNCED YESTERDAY AFTERNOON, THE PANAMA CANAL 
TREATY NEGOTIATIONS, WHICH RECESSED MAY 31, WILL RESUME 
HERE AT 3:00 THIS AFTERNOON. 

Q. WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF RESUMING THE NEGOTIATIONS 
TODAY? WE UNDERSTOOD THAT THEY WOULD BE DELAYED UNTIL 
THE WEEKEND. A. THE PANAMANIAN NEGOTIATORS, WHO HAD GONE 
TO PANAMA FOR CONSULTATION WITH THEIR GOVERNMENT, COMPLETED 
THIS CONSULTATION EARLIER THAN THEY HAD ANTICIPATED AND 
INDICATED THEIR DESIRE TO RESUME THE TALKS AS SOON AS COULD 
BE ARRANGED. 

Q. IN YOUR PREVIOUS ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING THE RESUMPTION 
OF THIS ROUND YOU SAID THAT IT WOULD BE HELD IN PANAMA. 
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WHY ARE THE MEETINGS BEING HELD IN WASHINGTON? A. BECAUSE 
OF THE CHANGE OF DATE, IT WAS MORE CONVENIENT FOR AMBASSA- 
DOR BUNKER AND AMBASSADOR LINOWITZ TO MEET THEM HERE. 

THEY HAD MADE SOME COMMITTMENTS THAT WERE DIFFICULT 

TO BREAK. THE PANAMANIANS AGREED TO RETURN TO WASHINGTON 
BECAUSE OF THIS. 
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Q. DOES THIS SIGNIFY ANY MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH IN THE TREATY 
NEGOTIATIONS? A. NO. BOTH SIDES HAVE BEEN CONSULTING 
WITH THEIR RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS AND WILL HAVE SOME NEW 
POINTS TO DISCUSS. AS WE HAVE STATED PREVIOUSLY, GOOD 
PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE IN THIS ROUND AND WE HOPE THAT IT 
WILL CONTINUE TO BE PRODUCTIVE. 

Q. DO YOU ANTICIPATE THAT A TREATY WILL BE AGREED UPON IN 
THIS ROUND? A. THERE IS NO WAY OF PREDICTING WHEN A 
TREATY WILL BE CONCLUDED. THE TALKS HAVE NO FIXED 
TERMINATION DATE. 

VANCE 
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